AUGUSTINE AND PELAGIUS        365
only authority, unfortunately) that when the bishop of Jerusalem held the customary synod of his clergy in July 415, he invited both Orosius and Pelagius to attend. Orosius was summoned to speak first, and he told of the condemnation of Ccelestius and the work which Augustine was writing against Pelagius. The monk was then introduced, and informed of the accusation. ' What is Augustine to me ?' he coolly asked. And when the young zealot hastened to reply, the bishop quietly interjected, 'I am Augustine here/ and bade them discuss the matter peaceably. In the end Pelagius was acquitted, and the question was referred, at the demand of Orosius, to the decision of the Latin Church.1 Orosius retired to Jerome's cell for consolation—the charge of heresy having been shifted to his own shoulders during the synod—and the Latin world was soon acquainted with the situation.
The next move of the orthodox Latins was equally unsuccessful, and hardly more creditable. Towards
1 It appears that the bishop, John of Jerusalem, snubbed the young Spaniard for his zeal on the following day, and Orosius wrote an extremely immoderate narrative of the proceedings. He contends that the interpreter (the Palestinians not knowing Latin) garbled his statements, and then explains that he knows this from some of the priests present who, like Pelagius, spoke both Latin and Greek.